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Introduction
Dogs as Friends and Family is part of a program about 
dogs and First Nations. It is about how the First Peoples 
of North America have lived with dogs for a long time. 
You will meet Elders and others who share their stories 
about dogs and about caring for dogs. All of these 
people love and respect dogs and so they have shared 
their ideas about dogs with you. All are First Nations 
(Swampy Cree, Ojibwe, Anishinaabe, Stó:lō). We are 
proud to have them share about our peoples and our 
good ways with dogs. We hope that you will see that 
we, as First Nations, have had great respect for all living 
things, including dogs. We hope that our communities 
can treat dogs well because we know that each of us 
can learn to have a good life with the dogs we meet 
and have in our families.

This unit is focused on learning about how dogs can 
be our friends and family. It explains how dogs have 
always been part of the life of First Nations People and 
how our relationship with dogs is changing. It tells how 
our feelings for dogs are important. It tells us how to 
care for our dogs so that we can live with them safely 
and respectfully.

The activities in this module can be used to meet 
learning objectives in:

•	 English Language Arts, particularly speaking and 
listening comprehension

•	 Social Studies 

•	 Science

•	 Technology

•	 SEL—social and emotional learning

Dogs as Friends and Family
Instructor Guide “Dogs are kind of like people—if you   

 respect them, they will respect you.”
  Sky Commanda, Ojibwe
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Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

Each direction on this medicine wheel has a big idea that goes with it.  

In the south, the big idea is feelings. Our feelings about dogs are 

important. This medicine wheel will help you remember how people  

and dogs can live well together.

Before You Begin
Organize Materials
•	 Print out the Dogs as 

Friends and Family 
Activity Books.

•	 Print out or copy Worksheets 1–3 for 
students.

•	 Display the “Balance of Self” medicine wheel and 
“All Dogs Need . . .” posters.

•	 Prepare to provide the Elder and role model 
stories. You may play audio recordings for 
students to listen to using QR codes or links 
found in this Instructor Guide and the Activity 
Book. 

•	 Or you may read from the Elder/Role Model 
Story Cards for Elaine Kicknosway, Captain 
George Leonard card 1, and Lee Maracle  
card 1 found here: www.ifaw.org/living-with-
dogs-elder-cards.

•	 Choose the activities that you want to share and 
gather any necessary supplies.

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories
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Willy Bruce, Elder 
Ojibwe, Mi’gmaq, Scottish

“ Dogs are loyal and don’t ask for much except to be well treated. Your dog turns back to you always and anything positive you give to the dog is returned tenfold from that dog.”

Lee Maracle, Elder
Stó:lō

“ Our relations with dogs are changing, and we need to learn new things in order to live well  with them as pets.”

Elaine Kicknosway, ElderSwampy Cree
“ We are to be sweet with all of our relations, including dogs.”

Sky Commanda
Ojibwe

“ Dogs are kind of like people—if you respect them, they will respect you.”

© IFAW Northern Dogs Project

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our StoriesBalance of SelfMedicine wheels are used to teach young ones and all people how to live in a good way. Each direction on this medicine wheel has a big idea that goes with it: spirit, feelings, physical, and thinking. This medicine wheel can help us remember how people and dogs can live well  together.

Lee Maracle,  
Elder, Stó:lō
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Grandmother Lee Maracle tells us about how our relation with 
dogs is changing. 
We used to have dogs when I was a child, but we had a different kind 
of relation with them than most of our dogs have today. Today a 
dog is a pet. Many First Nations languages such as Cree and Ojibwe 
have no word for pet and the closest word in their languages is family 
member.

Most First Nations, we did not have pets, so we are still figuring out 
how to treat a dog who does not work for us and is a pet. Later, I will 
tell you about the Salish dogs we had when I was a child but now I 
have a dog who is a pet. 

Pets need food, water, supplies like a bed, a leash and a harness and 
most importantly, some health care. Those are modern things and 
they are not part of our living vocabulary. We are still living in an 
oral tradition, so what we know is what is spoken about. Because 
the word pet is not in our languages, we must figure out this new 
relationship. I am a smart person and quite knowledgeable, but on 
the issue of pet care, I found that I was completely clueless. I had to 
go look on the Internet to find what to do with a pet when I got my 
granddaughter her pet dog. I learned that you have to train them, 
talk to them, walk them at least twice a day, play with them, keep 
their nails short, brush their coat, give them baths and so on. I know 
a lot about dogs now because we’ve had a pet for eleven years. Our 
relations with dogs are changing and we need to learn new things in 
order to live well with them as pets. 

Lee Maracle  
Elder, Stó:lō

Lee Maracle 1

Lee Maracle,  

Elder, Stó:lō

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories 
© IFAW Northern Dogs Project

Lee Maracle

fo
ld

Elaine Kicknosway  

Elder, Swampy Cree

Elaine tells us about the dogs and the natural laws for humans. 

In the beginning of time, we were given our first instructions as 

humans. We were shown the natural laws of how we were to be 

with other beings: the four leggeds, the swimmers, the wingeds, 

the crawlers, the children, the Elders, our family and our friends. 

Each spring, the Creator showed us how to live in a good way 

with others. 

Spring is the time when the trees start talking and giving life.  

The Sugar Maple tree teaches us how to be good with others. 

We get water from the sugar maple tree in the spring. It is called 

maple syrup. It reminds the people: don’t forget our natural life 

with our relations. It reminds us about the good life and our 

place with animals. We are to be sweet with all of our relations, 

including dogs.

The natural laws teach us that dogs have always been wanted by 

us. They have never forgotten their place and their instructions in 

the natural laws. They have stayed sweet with us. They have stayed 

loyal to us. Dogs are our gifts and some people have forgotten 

this. They have become hard with dogs, not sweet. They make fun 

of dogs, or bully dogs. Because the humans have forgotten the 

sweetness of life and the sweetness of our original relations with 

dogs, they can be hurtful to dogs and so dogs will be unsafe  

with us. 

When dogs are puppies they come into the world with sacredness. 

The natural law of feeling is already there inside each puppy. They 

know about the sweetness of life. We, as people, need to also 

remember the sweetness of life and treat all of our relations in a 

good way. If we remember the maple trees and what they teach us 

each spring, we will live in a good way with dogs again.

Elaine Kicknosway

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories 
© IFAW Northern Dogs Project

This story was told to Captain George Leonard by an Elder.

“Why Dogs Are Now Our Friends and Family”

Creator looked down on us and he saw that man was having trouble 

to live well, so he gathered spirits of the moose, the deer, the elk and 

the caribou. He told them to become man’s food supply, his tools, 

his clothing, his transportation and his shelters. He told them to 

give man their help. So they went and helped the humans. 

He then called on the wolf. He said to him: “Now, you wolf will be 

my special one. You are going to be the one who speaks with man 

for me. You will keep the humans safe. You will watch out for the 

humans. You will be their helper.” The wolf said: “No! I don’t want anything to do with man! He is 

selfish and wants a lot.” The Creator listened to wolf and then he 

made the dog. He gave the dog to man to be his helper, to keep him 

safe and to watch out for the humans. Man started to work with the 

dog and he planted food and took care of the farm animals. Dog 

kept watch for rodents and robbers and kept the farm animals safe. 

The dog got his daily meals, got to stay warm indoors, was loved 

and well treated by the humans. As wolf looked on, he saw that dog was living well and he wanted 

to have that too. He went to the Creator and he said: “Creator, I had 

time to think and I would now like to be your special one for the 

man. I’d like to watch out for him, be at his side and talk to him for 

you. I will keep him safe. Will you let me do this special job?”

Creator said: “Màhingan, it is now too late! I have given that job 

to the dog. I asked you to be my special one, but you did not want 

to be with the humans. So I made another spirit for him, the dog. 

Because of that, you will now howl at the moon at night while you 

think about the lost chance you had to be with the man. You will 

wander about in packs but you will not be with the people.” 

That is how the dog became our friend and family; he was given to 

us by the Creator. Captain George Leonard  Anishinaabeg, Manitoba

Captain George Leonard
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Student Activity Book Instructor Guide
Elder/Role Model 

Story Cards
Posters

Dogs as Friends and Family

This unit is focused on learning about how dogs can be our 
friends and family . It tells us how to care for our dogs so that 
we can live with them safely and respectfully . 

The activities in this module can be used to meet learning 
objectives in:

• English Language Arts, particularly speaking and listening 
comprehension

• Social Studies
• Science
• Technology
• SEL—social and emotional learning

Reflecting on the following questions may help prepare you 
personally and professionally for teaching this unit:

• What world view(s) did you grow up with about humans 
and their interconnectedness or dominance over nature and 
other animal beings?

• What values have you learned about treating animals well or 
not well?

• What resources can you access in the community in which 
you teach to support Native Language development as you 
work with your students?

• How can you incorporate local knowledge into this unit?
• How do you show respect to yourself? To your family? To 

your community? To the natural world?
• How do you model respect for your students? To your peers? 

To dogs?

This unit is focused on learning about the ancestors of dogs 
and how our ancestors lived well with dogs . 

The activities in this unit can be used to meet learning 
objectives in:

• English Language Arts, particularly speaking and 
listening comprehension

• Social Studies
• Science
• SEL—social and emotional learning

Reflecting on the following questions may help prepare you 
personally and professionally for teaching this unit:

• What world view(s) did you grow up with about humans 
and their interconnectedness or dominance over nature 
and other animal beings? 

• What values have you learned about treating animals well or 
not well? 

• How can you incorporate local knowledge into this unit?
• Do you know your parents, grandparents, and so on? 
• Do your students know their ancestors? 
• Does the community you teach in have an intact Clan system? 
• Are there Clan Grandmothers or Elders who could teach your 

class about the Clans and their gifts and responsibilities?

Introduction
Our Ancestors and Our Dogs is part of a program about 
dogs and First Nations. It is about how the First Peoples 
of North America have lived with dogs for a long time. 
You will meet Elders and others who share their stories 
about dogs and about caring for dogs. All of these 
people love and respect dogs and so they have shared 
their ideas about dogs with you. All are First Nations 
(Swampy Cree, Anishinaabe). We are proud to have 
them share about our peoples and our good ways 
with dogs. We hope that you will see that we, as First 
Nations, have had great respect for all living things, 
including dogs. We hope that our communities can 
treat dogs well because we know that each of us can 
learn to have a good life with the dogs we meet and 
have in our families.

This unit is focused on learning about the ancestors 
of dogs and how our ancestors lived well with dogs. 
It explains how dogs have always been part of the life 
of First Nations People and how our relationship with 
dogs is changing. It tells how our feelings for dogs are 
important. It tells us how to care for our dogs so that 
we can live with them safely and respectfully.

The activities in this unit can be used to meet learning 
objectives in: 

•	 English Language Arts, particularly speaking and 
listening comprehension

•	 Social Studies 

•	 Science

•	 SEL—social and emotional learning

Our Ancestors and Our Dogs
Instructor Guide Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

DogsDogsand Our

OurAncestors

NORTH/Thinking

EA
ST/Spirit

SOUTH/Feelings

W
ES

T/
P

hy
sic

al

This medicine wheel will help you remember how people and dogs can live 

well together. Each direction on this medicine wheel has a big idea that  

goes with it. In the east, is spirit. Our Elders tell us that our spirit knows  

how to live well with nature and that if we are thankful to the Creator for 

what we have in life, we can live in a good way. Spirit shares stories that  

our Elders have shared.

Our ancestors knew that dogs could 
be good friends and good family  if we showed them respect.

Before You Begin
Organize Materials
•	 Print out the Our 

Ancestors and Our Dogs 
Activity Books.

•	 Print out or copy the play script and 
Worksheet at the end of this Instructor Guide.

•	 Display the “Balance of Self” medicine wheel and 
“Dog, Puppy, and Wolf in Different First Nations 
Languages” posters.

•	 Prepare to provide the Elder and role model stories.

•	  You may play audio recordings for students to 
listen to using the QR codes or links found in this 
Instructor Guide and the Activity Book. 

•	 Or you may read from the Elder/Role Model 
Story Cards for Elaine Kicknosway, Willy Bruce 
cards 1 and 2, and Captain George Leonard card 
1 found here: www.ifaw.org/living-with-dogs-
elder-cards.

•	 Choose the activities that you want to share and 
gather any necessary supplies.

Our Ancestors and Our Dogs Instructor Guide © IFAW Northern Dogs Project 
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Willy Bruce tells us about Dog Soldiers and their powwow regalia.

In the modern world, people are scared of the warriors and think they 
are protesters. But warriors are truly about the peace. The Ookichitas 
have the role of protecting the community and those in the community 
who cannot protect themselves. They will protect those who are too busy 
(moms) or those who are too weak (elders and sick people). We have to 
be there whenever the need comes up. 
What I learned is that Dog Soldiers came from the Cheyenne nation 
and started after the first contacts with Europeans in around 1534. They 
are the first ones to arrive to the action and are the last ones to leave. 
At first, the intent was to have them train the youth to understand the 
responsibilities of looking after the community. 
Dog Soldiers wear specific regalia when they dance at powwows or attend 
ceremonies. I wear a Dog Soldier drop on the back of my regalia that is 
supposed to touch the ground and I carry a stake with me when I dance. 
In the old days, if a Dog Soldier was told “here is where we need you to 
be to look after the people,” they would take their stake and attach their 
drop to the ground, and they would move as far as their drop allowed 
them to go, and they weren’t allowed to move away unless and until the 
grandmothers told them “we need you over here now” or “the crisis has 
passed.” 
The Dog Soldier was seen as being the ultimate warrior because the Dog 
Soldier is as loyal to the community as a dog is to his or her master. We get 
our teachings from the animal world and even that teaching says if you’re 
going to look after the people, you don’t ask for much and you give your 
all and that is what dogs do as well for people. Dogs are loyal and don’t ask 
for much except to be well treated. Your dog turns back to you always and 
anything positive you give to the dog is returned tenfold from that dog. 
At powwows today, you can still see the regalia of those who follow the 
Dog Soldier tradition. There are a couple of different traditional Dog 
Soldier headgears that we still recognize and distinctive paint patterns 
as well as the drop and the stake. There are a lot of things in our cultures 
that had to become invisible, because of the laws that banned native 
ceremonies. Even though those laws are no longer in effect, people say 
those traditions no longer exist, but the traditions still really do exist 
and some people still carry the teachings. The clan system is still alive; 
the warrior society is still alive and strong. These teachings are still out 
there, and it is a great feeling to know that we have not lost some of the 
traditions. Dog Warriors dance in the powwow and remind us of how 
important that dog spirit really is still today. 

Willy Bruce

Willy Bruce  
Elder, Ojibwe, Mi´gmaq, 

Scottish
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This story was told to Captain George Leonard by an Elder.

“Why Dogs Are Now Our Friends and Family”

Creator looked down on us and he saw that man was having trouble 

to live well, so he gathered spirits of the moose, the deer, the elk and 

the caribou. He told them to become man’s food supply, his tools, 

his clothing, his transportation and his shelters. He told them to 

give man their help. So they went and helped the humans. 

He then called on the wolf. He said to him: “Now, you wolf will be 

my special one. You are going to be the one who speaks with man 

for me. You will keep the humans safe. You will watch out for the 

humans. You will be their helper.” 

The wolf said: “No! I don’t want anything to do with man! He is 

selfish and wants a lot.” The Creator listened to wolf and then he 

made the dog. He gave the dog to man to be his helper, to keep him 

safe and to watch out for the humans. Man started to work with the 

dog and he planted food and took care of the farm animals. Dog 

kept watch for rodents and robbers and kept the farm animals safe. 

The dog got his daily meals, got to stay warm indoors, was loved 

and well treated by the humans. 

As wolf looked on, he saw that dog was living well and he wanted 

to have that too. He went to the Creator and he said: “Creator, I had 

time to think and I would now like to be your special one for the 

man. I’d like to watch out for him, be at his side and talk to him for 

you. I will keep him safe. Will you let me do this special job?”

Creator said: “Màhingan, it is now too late! I have given that job 

to the dog. I asked you to be my special one, but you did not want 

to be with the humans. So I made another spirit for him, the dog. 

Because of that, you will now howl at the moon at night while you 

think about the lost chance you had to be with the man. You will 

wander about in packs but you will not be with the people.” 

That is how the dog became our friend and family; he was given to 

us by the Creator.

Captain George Leonard  

Anishinaabeg, Manitoba

Captain George Leonard
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Lee Maracle,  Elder, Stó:lō
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Elaine Kicknosway  Elder, Swampy Cree

Elaine tells us about the dogs and the natural laws for humans. 

In the beginning of time, we were given our first instructions as 

humans. We were shown the natural laws of how we were to be 

with other beings: the four leggeds, the swimmers, the wingeds, 

the crawlers, the children, the Elders, our family and our friends. 

Each spring, the Creator showed us how to live in a good way 

with others. 
Spring is the time when the trees start talking and giving life.  

The Sugar Maple tree teaches us how to be good with others. 

We get water from the sugar maple tree in the spring. It is called 

maple syrup. It reminds the people: don’t forget our natural life 

with our relations. It reminds us about the good life and our 

place with animals. We are to be sweet with all of our relations, 

including dogs.
The natural laws teach us that dogs have always been wanted by 

us. They have never forgotten their place and their instructions in 

the natural laws. They have stayed sweet with us. They have stayed 

loyal to us. Dogs are our gifts and some people have forgotten 

this. They have become hard with dogs, not sweet. They make fun 

of dogs, or bully dogs. Because the humans have forgotten the 

sweetness of life and the sweetness of our original relations with 

dogs, they can be hurtful to dogs and so dogs will be unsafe  

with us. 
When dogs are puppies they come into the world with sacredness. 

The natural law of feeling is already there inside each puppy. They 

know about the sweetness of life. We, as people, need to also 

remember the sweetness of life and treat all of our relations in a 

good way. If we remember the maple trees and what they teach us 

each spring, we will live in a good way with dogs again.

Elaine Kicknosway

Elder/Role Model 
Story Cards

Our Ancestors and Our Dogs
Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

Dog, Puppy, and Wolf  

in Different First Nations Languages

D
og
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Mohawk 
è:rhar

Tagish (Tlingit) tlı̨̄ 

Haisla 
w̓ac̓ 

Dene 
łį 

Mi’kaw 
l’mu’j

Anishinaabemowin –  

Algonquin and Ojibwe animosh 

Kanien’kéha (Mohawk) é:rhar owí:ra

Mi’gmaw 
lmu’ji’j 

Cree 
oskascimos - ᐅᐢᑲᐢᒋᒧᐢ N 

Tsaaʔ Dane- 
Beaver People tsitsweah 

Moose cree atim 

Algonquin 
OshkasimPu

pp
y

Algonquin 
mahingan 

Woods Cree 
mahihkan 

Dakelh (Southern Carrier) yus 

Huron-Wendat yänariskwa’

How do you say dog, puppy, and wolf in your language? 

Find out by asking someone who can teach you the 

words or use the QR code to hear them.

© IFAW Northern Dogs Project
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Willy Bruce, Elder 
Ojibwe, Mi’gmaq, Scottish

“ Dogs are loyal and don’t ask for much except to be well treated. Your dog turns back to you always and anything positive you give to the dog is returned tenfold from that dog.”

Lee Maracle, Elder
Stó:lō

“ Our relations with dogs are changing, and we need to learn new things in order to live well  with them as pets.”

Elaine Kicknosway, ElderSwampy Cree
“ We are to be sweet with all of our relations, including dogs.”

Sky Commanda
Ojibwe

“ Dogs are kind of like people—if you respect them, they will respect you.”

© IFAW Northern Dogs Project

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our StoriesBalance of SelfMedicine wheels are used to teach young ones and all people how to live in a good way. Each direction on this medicine wheel has a big idea that goes with it: spirit, feelings, physical, and thinking. This medicine wheel can help us remember how people and dogs can live well  together.

Posters
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This medicine wheel will help you remember how people and dogs can live 
well together. Each direction on this medicine wheel has a big idea that  
goes with it. In the east, is spirit. Our Elders tell us that our spirit knows  
how to live well with nature and that if we are thankful to the Creator for 
what we have in life, we can live in a good way. Spirit shares stories that  

our Elders have shared.

Our ancestors knew that dogs could 
be good friends and good family  
if we showed them respect.

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories is comprised of six thematic units, each with a special focus . The 
units are modular and flexible; you can pick and choose which themes and activities you want to use—from 
just one unit to all six—and they can be taught in any order . 



Units at a Glance

4Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories Program Overview © IFAW Northern Dogs Project 

Introduction
Living with Dogs in Our Community is part of a program 
about dogs and First Nations. It is about how the First 
Peoples of North America have lived with dogs for a 
long time. You will meet Elders and others who share 
their stories about dogs and about caring for dogs. 
All of these people love and respect dogs and so they 
have shared their ideas about dogs with you. All are 
First Nations (Stó:lō, Ojibwe, Anishinaabe). We are proud 
to have them share about our peoples and our good 
ways with dogs. We hope that you will see that we, as 
First Nations, have had great respect for all living things, 
including dogs. We hope that our communities can 
treat dogs well because we know that each of us can 
learn to have a good life with the dogs we meet and 
have in our families.

This unit is focused on learning about how to 
understand what a dog is saying with his whole body. It 
explains how dogs have always been part of the life of 
First Nations people and how we live with them in our 
community today. It tells us how to care for our dogs so 
that we can live with them safely and respectfully.

The activities in this unit can be used to meet learning 
objectives in:

•	 English Language Arts, particularly speaking and 
listening comprehension

•	 Social Studies 

•	 SEL—social and emotional learning

Living with Dogs in Our Community
Instructor Guide Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

NORTH/Thinking

EA
ST/Spirit

SOUTH/Feelings

W
ES

T/
P

hy
sic

al

Each direction on this medicine wheel has a big idea that goes with it. In 

the north, the big idea is thinking. You will learn how you can tell what 

dogs are thinking about. You will learn how to see their ways of speaking 

to people using their voices, tails, paws, eyes and bodies. This medicine 

wheel will help you remember how people and dogs can live well together.

DogsDogs
Living

with

Community
in Our 

Before You Begin
Organize Materials

•	 Print out the Living with 
Dogs in Our Community 
Activity Books.

•	 Display the “Balance of Self” medicine 
wheel and “What Are Our Dogs Saying?” posters.

•	 Prepare to provide the Elder and role model stories. 

•	 You may play audio recordings for students to 
listen to using QR codes or links found in this 
Instructor Guide and the Activity Book. 

•	 Or you may read from the Elder/Role Model 
Story Cards for Lee Maracle cards 2 and 3, 
Stanford Owl, Captain George Leonard card 2 
found here: www.ifaw.org/living-with-dogs-
elder-cards.

•	 Prepare to play recordings of the sounds dogs 
make using the QR codes or links on pages 6–7 of 
this Instructor Guide or Activity Book page 3.

•	 Choose the activities that you want to share and 
gather any necessary supplies.

Living with Dogs in Our Community Instructor Guide © IFAW Northern Dogs Project 
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NORTH/Thinking
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Each direction on this medicine wheel has a big idea that goes with it. In 
the north, the big idea is thinking. You will learn how you can tell what 
dogs are thinking about. You will learn how to see their ways of speaking 

to people using their voices, tails, paws, eyes and bodies. This medicine 
wheel will help you remember how people and dogs can live well together.

DogsDogs
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Willy Bruce, Elder 

Ojibwe, Mi’gmaq, Scottish

“ Dogs are loyal and don’t 

ask for much except to 

be well treated. Your dog 

turns back to you always 

and anything positive you 

give to the dog is returned 

tenfold from that dog.”

Lee Maracle, Elder

Stó:lō

“ Our relations with dogs are changing, and we need 

to learn new things in order to live well  

with them as pets.”

Elaine Kicknosway, Elder

Swampy Cree

“ We are to be sweet 

with all of our relations, 

including dogs.”

Sky Commanda

Ojibwe

“ Dogs are kind of like people—

if you respect them, they will 

respect you.”

© IFAW Northern Dogs Project
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Balance of Self
Medicine wheels are used to teach young ones and all 

people how to live in a good way. Each direction 

on this medicine wheel has a big idea that 

goes with it: spirit, feelings, physical, 

and thinking. This medicine wheel 

can help us remember how 

people and dogs can live well  

together.

Lee Maracle,  
Elder, Stó:lōLiving in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories © IFAW Northern Dogs Project

Lee Maracle
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Grandmother Lee Maracle tells us about how our relation with dogs is changing. 
We used to have dogs when I was a child, but we had a different kind 
of relation with them than most of our dogs have today. Today a dog is a pet. Many First Nations languages such as Cree and Ojibwe 
have no word for pet and the closest word in their languages is family 
member.

Most First Nations, we did not have pets, so we are still figuring out 
how to treat a dog who does not work for us and is a pet. Later, I will 
tell you about the Salish dogs we had when I was a child but now I have a dog who is a pet. 
Pets need food, water, supplies like a bed, a leash and a harness and 
most importantly, some health care. Those are modern things and they are not part of our living vocabulary. We are still living in an oral tradition, so what we know is what is spoken about. Because the word pet is not in our languages, we must figure out this new relationship. I am a smart person and quite knowledgeable, but on the issue of pet care, I found that I was completely clueless. I had to 

go look on the Internet to find what to do with a pet when I got my 
granddaughter her pet dog. I learned that you have to train them, talk to them, walk them at least twice a day, play with them, keep their nails short, brush their coat, give them baths and so on. I know 

a lot about dogs now because we’ve had a pet for eleven years. Our relations with dogs are changing and we need to learn new things in 
order to live well with them as pets. 

Lee Maracle  
Elder, Stó:lō

Lee Maracle
1
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Stanford Owl tells us about his job.

Hi, I am Stanford Owl. I am the Animal Control Officer for 

Sagamok First Nation. Sometimes I help people with their cats 

and dogs. During my day on the job, I start by patrolling the 

community. I drive around the whole reserve in my truck and 

check to see if everything is OK with the dogs. Sometimes I get 

called by people to help with their pets. I have space at my house 

to take care of dogs who are causing problems or those who are no 

longer wanted by a family. Some kids do come up to me and ask 

me if I have their dog and they describe the dog. Sometimes it is 

funny to hear them say: “You know he has these funny ears and his 

head is tilted this way.” Sometimes I know where their dog is, but it 

is not my job to look for dogs, only to let them know if I happen to 

see the dog. I tell them this. 

I think dogs need to be taken care of. Being on a tie all the time is 

not good for the animal. It is like being in jail and it is not fair to 

that dog. Dogs like that will bark a lot, even in the night. If a dog is 

tied up in your yard, he needs exercise and play so he does not get 

bored. 

My job is not like most jobs. It is 24 hours a day and 7 days a week 

as I work “on-call,” which means people can call me day or night. I 

will go help out or try to find a way to solve the dog problems.  

My job is important for my community.

Stanford Owl  

Ojibwe

Stanford Owl

Lee Maracle,  
Elder, Stó:lō
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Captain George Leonard tells you how to approach a dog you 
don’t know.

Don’t interact with a dog you don’t know, and if you are going to 
interact with a dog, make sure you get the OK and directions from 
the dog’s owner. If he is not your dog, don’t pat him. The dog may be 
ill, tired, or too excited to be approached by someone the dog does 
not know. 

I have seen a kid get in the face of a dog and get bit. Sometimes 
children stick their hands on top of the dog’s head and that can be 
taken as a threat by a dog. If the dog has been harmed or hit before, 
they become hand shy. They can be afraid of all people, and they will 
bite the child. 

To greet a dog you do not know, stand straight and ignore the dog. 
Don’t go to the dog—let him come to you. Then, hold out a fist, and 
then open your hand and let the dog smell your hand. 

Kids need to stop rushing at a dog. When a dog is unstable or sick, 
he may react in a negative way towards the kid. It is better to let the 
dog come to you and then slowly address that dog. If you are scared, 
the dog can sense that, so be brave and don’t show your fear. Some 
dogs are unfriendly because they have not been shown enough love 
or a person has harmed them. These dogs may react with aggression 
towards a child. The child could get hurt.

Captain George Leonard  
Anishinaabeg, Manitoba

2Captain George Leonard

Student Activity Book Instructor Guide
Posters

Living with Dogs in our Community

This unit is focused on learning about how to understand 
what a dog is saying with his whole body . It explains how 
dogs have always been part of the life of First Nations 
people and how we live with them in our community 
today . It tells us how to care for our dogs so that we can 
live with them safely and respectfully . 

The activities in this unit can be used to meet learning 
objectives in:

• English Language Arts, particularly speaking and listening 
comprehension

• Social Studies

• SEL—social and emotional learning

Reflecting on the following questions may help prepare you 
personally and professionally for teaching this unit:

• Do you know a dog well?

• Do you live with a dog?

• How do the dogs you know communicate with you 
about their needs?

• How can you incorporate local knowledge into this unit?

Download online at: www .ifaw .org/living-in-a-good-way-with-dogs

© IFAW Northern Dogs Project 

Lee Maracle, Elder  Stó:lō
“ When we get a pet for a child, we also have a responsibility towards the pet such as keeping her safe, giving her shelter and food, and providing water and health care.”

Stanford Owl  
Ojibwe

“ I think dogs need to be taken care of . . . If a dog is tied up in your yard, he needs exercise and play so he does not get bored.” 

Sky Commanda
Ojibwe

“ Dogs need a lot of attention.  . . . My dogs are well behaved because I take the time to  give them attention.”

Air/shelter, house
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Fire/warmth

Medicine wheels are 
traditional ways to 

remember new ideas.  
This medicine wheel 
teaches us what 
people and dogs 
need to live well. 

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our StoriesThe Elements of Life—   Physical Needs

Introduction
What Our Dogs Need is part of a program about dogs 
and First Nations. It is about how the First Peoples of 
North America have lived with dogs for a long time. 
You will meet Elders and others who share their stories 
about dogs and about caring for dogs. All of these 
people love and respect dogs and so they have shared 
their ideas about dogs with you. All are First Nations 
(Stó:lō, Ojibwe). We are proud to have them share 
about our peoples and our good ways with dogs. We 
hope that you will see that we, as First Nations, have 
had great respect for all living things, including dogs. 
We hope that our communities can treat dogs well 
because we know that each of us can learn to have 
a good life with the dogs we meet and have in our 
families.

This unit is focused on learning about what our dogs 
need to be healthy. It explains how dogs have always 
been part of the life of First Nations People and how 
our relationship with dogs is changing. It tells us how 
we as a people can take good care of dogs so they are 
physically well.

The activities in this module can be used to meet 
learning objectives in:

•	 English Language Arts, particularly speaking and 
listening comprehension

•	 Social Studies 

•	 Science

•	 Technology

•	 SEL—social and emotional learning

What Our Dogs Need
Instructor Guide
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Medicine wheels are traditional ways to remember new ideas. This 

medicine wheel teaches people what we need to be healthy. Dogs and 

people need the same things to be healthy. They need Water, Fire, Earth 

and Air to live well. You will learn about each of these ideas in this  

Activity Book. 
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Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

“ Our relations with dogs are changing and we need to learn new things in order to live well with them as pets.”Lee Maracle

DogsDogsBefore You Begin
Organize Materials

•	 Print out the What Our 
Dogs Need Activity 
Books.

•	 Display “The Elements of Life—Physical 
Needs” and “All Dogs Need…” posters.

•	 Prepare to provide the Elder and role model stories. 

•	 You may play audio recordings for students to 
listen to using the QR codes or links found in 
this Instructor Guide and the Activity Book. 

•	 Alternatively, you may read the stories aloud 
from the Elder/Role Model Story Cards for Lee 
Maracle cards 1 and 2 and Stanford Owl. They 
can be found here: www.ifaw.org/living-with-
dogs-elder-cards.

•	 Note: The audio recording of the story “Sky and 
Skittles™” provides a full version of the story.

•	 Choose the activities that you want to share and 
gather any necessary supplies.

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

What Our Dogs Need Instructor Guide © IFAW Northern Dogs Project 
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hMedicine wheels are traditional ways to remember new ideas. This 

medicine wheel teaches people what we need to be healthy. Dogs and 
people need the same things to be healthy. They need Water, Fire, Earth 

and Air to live well. You will learn about each of these ideas in this  
Activity Book. 

NORTH/Air

EA
ST/W

ater

SOUTH/Fire

W
ES

T/
Ea

rt
h

What
Our

Need

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

“ Our relations with dogs are 
changing and we need to 
learn new things in order to 
live well with them as pets.”
Lee Maracle

DogsDogs
Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories 
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Stanford Owl tells us about his job.Hi, I am Stanford Owl. I am the Animal Control Officer for 

Sagamok First Nation. Sometimes I help people with their cats 

and dogs. During my day on the job, I start by patrolling the 

community. I drive around the whole reserve in my truck and 

check to see if everything is OK with the dogs. Sometimes I get 

called by people to help with their pets. I have space at my house 

to take care of dogs who are causing problems or those who are no 

longer wanted by a family. Some kids do come up to me and ask 

me if I have their dog and they describe the dog. Sometimes it is 

funny to hear them say: “You know he has these funny ears and his 

head is tilted this way.” Sometimes I know where their dog is, but it 

is not my job to look for dogs, only to let them know if I happen to 

see the dog. I tell them this. I think dogs need to be taken care of. Being on a tie all the time is 

not good for the animal. It is like being in jail and it is not fair to 

that dog. Dogs like that will bark a lot, even in the night. If a dog is 

tied up in your yard, he needs exercise and play so he does not get 

bored. 

My job is not like most jobs. It is 24 hours a day and 7 days a week 

as I work “on-call,” which means people can call me day or night. I 

will go help out or try to find a way to solve the dog problems.  
My job is important for my community.

Stanford Owl  
Ojibwe

Stanford Owl

Student Activity Book Instructor Guide
Elder/Role Model 

Story Cards
Posters

What Our Dogs Need

Lee Maracle,  

Elder, Stó:lō

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories 
© IFAW Northern Dogs Project

Lee Maracle

1
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Grandmother Lee Maracle tells us about how our relation with 

dogs is changing. 

We used to have dogs when I was a child, but we had a different kind 

of relation with them than most of our dogs have today. Today a 

dog is a pet. Many First Nations languages such as Cree and Ojibwe 

have no word for pet and the closest word in their languages is family 

member.

Most First Nations, we did not have pets, so we are still figuring out 

how to treat a dog who does not work for us and is a pet. Later, I will 

tell you about the Salish dogs we had when I was a child but now I 

have a dog who is a pet. 

Pets need food, water, supplies like a bed, a leash and a harness and 

most importantly, some health care. Those are modern things and 

they are not part of our living vocabulary. We are still living in an 

oral tradition, so what we know is what is spoken about. Because 

the word pet is not in our languages, we must figure out this new 

relationship. I am a smart person and quite knowledgeable, but on 

the issue of pet care, I found that I was completely clueless. I had to 

go look on the Internet to find what to do with a pet when I got my 

granddaughter her pet dog. I learned that you have to train them, 

talk to them, walk them at least twice a day, play with them, keep 

their nails short, brush their coat, give them baths and so on. I know 

a lot about dogs now because we’ve had a pet for eleven years. Our 

relations with dogs are changing and we need to learn new things in 

order to live well with them as pets. 

Lee Maracle  

Elder, Stó:lō

Lee Maracle

1

This unit is focused on learning about what our dogs need 
to be healthy . It tells us how we as a people can take good 
care of dogs so they are physically well . 
The activities in this module can be used to meet learning 
objectives in:

• English Language Arts, particularly speaking and 
listening comprehension

• Social Studies
• Science / Technology
• SEL—social and emotional learning

Reflecting on the following questions may help prepare you 
personally and professionally for teaching this unit:
• Do you consider your own physical wellbeing during the 

school year? 
• Do you consider the physical wellbeing of your students? 
• Do you think the physical wellbeing of the dogs in the 

community you teach in is respected? 
• Do you think that you can incorporate local knowledge about 

water, air, shelter and earth into your teaching about dogs?
• What are food sources where you teach? For people? For 

dogs? 
• What traditional hunting, fishing, harvesting and garden 

practices are culturally based in the traditional territory you 
teach in? 

• How do you show respect to yourself? To your family? To 
your community? To the natural world?

• How do you model respect for your students? To your 
peers? To dogs?

• Do you know Elders and Knowledge Keepers (for example, 
Seedkeepers, hunters, or harvesters) or do your students 
know any who could share their knowledge in a good way 
with your class? 

• How could you do an experiential food project on the topic 
of food for dogs? 

• Do you harvest from the land, garden, hunt or fish? Do you 
buy all of your food, or get food from the land?

Elder/Role Model 
Story Cards
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 Safe to approach Not safe to approach

What Are Our Dogs Saying?

© IFAW Northern Dogs Project

Dogs say things with their 

tail, body, eyes, ears, fur, 

mouth, and the noises 
they make.

Let’s play!

Let’s play!

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

I am happy!

Stop!  Don’t come near me.

I’m  nervous.

http://www.ifaw.org/living-in-a-good-way-with-dogs 
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Introduction
A Dog’s Life: From Puppy to Elder Dog is part of a program 
about dogs and First Nations. It is about how the First 
Peoples of North America have lived with dogs for a 
long time. You will meet Elders and others who share 
their stories about dogs and about caring for dogs. All 
of these people love and respect dogs and so they have 
shared their ideas about dogs with you. All are First 
Nations (Swampy Cree, Stó:lō, Ojibwe, Anishinaabe). 
We are proud to have them share about our peoples 
and our good ways with dogs. We hope that you will 
see that we, as First Nations, have had great respect 
for all living things, including dogs. We hope that our 
communities can treat dogs well because we know 
that each of us can learn to have a good life with the 
dogs we meet and have in our families.

This unit is focused on learning about the seasons of 
a dog’s life. It explains how we can take care of and 
appreciate dogs during each time in their lives. It tells 
us how to treat our dogs well so they can live good 
long lives.

The activities in this unit can be used to meet learning 
objectives in: 

•	 English Language Arts, particularly speaking and 
listening comprehension

•	 Social Studies 

•	 Science

•	 Technology

•	 SEL—social and emotional learning

A Dog’s Life: From Puppy to Elder Dog
Instructor Guide

A

Life
From Puppy to Elder Dog

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

Dog’sDog’s

Each direction on this medicine wheel has a big idea that goes with it. 

This medicine wheel teaches us about the Seasons of the year––Spring, 

Summer, Autumn and Winter. It also teaches us about the Seasons of 

Life—baby and child, teenager, adult and Elder. Each direction is about  

a time in a dog’s life. 

Winter/Elder Dog

Spring/Puppy

Summer/Teenaged Dog
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tu
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n/
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og

Before You Begin
Organize Materials

•	 Print out the A Dog’s Life: 
From Puppy to Elder Dog 
Activity Books.

•	 Display the “Path of Life” medicine wheel 
and the “Dog, Puppy, and Wolf in Different First 
Nations Languages” posters.

•	 Prepare to provide the Elder and role model stories. 

•	 You may play audio recordings for students to 
listen to using QR codes or links found in this 
Instructor’s Guide and the Activity Book. 

•	 Or you may read from the Elder/Role Model 
Story Cards for Elaine Kicknosway, Lee Maracle 
cards 2 and 3, Stanford Owl, and Captain 
George Leonard card 3 found here: www.ifaw.
org/living-with-dogs-elder-cards.

•	 Choose the activities that you want to share and 
gather any necessary supplies.

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories
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A

Life
From Puppy to Elder Dog
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Dog’sDog’s

Each direction on this medicine wheel has a big idea that goes with it. 
This medicine wheel teaches us about the Seasons of the year––Spring, 
Summer, Autumn and Winter. It also teaches us about the Seasons of 
Life—baby and child, teenager, adult and Elder. Each direction is about  

a time in a dog’s life. 
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Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

Dog, Puppy, and Wolf  

in Different First Nations Languages

D
og
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Mohawk 
è:rhar

Tagish (Tlingit) tlı̨̄ 

Haisla 
w̓ac̓ 

Dene 
łį 

Mi’kaw 
l’mu’j

Anishinaabemowin –  

Algonquin and Ojibwe animosh 

Kanien’kéha (Mohawk) é:rhar owí:ra

Mi’gmaw 
lmu’ji’j 

Cree 
oskascimos - ᐅᐢᑲᐢᒋᒧᐢ N 

Tsaaʔ Dane- 
Beaver People tsitsweah 

Moose cree atim 

Algonquin 
OshkasimPu

pp
y

Algonquin 
mahingan 

Woods Cree 
mahihkan 

Dakelh (Southern Carrier) yus 

Huron-Wendat yänariskwa’

How do you say dog, puppy, and wolf in your language? 

Find out by asking someone who can teach you the 

words or use the QR code to hear them.

© IFAW Northern Dogs Project

www.ifaw.org/

word-puppy

www.ifaw.org/

word-wolf

www.ifaw.org/

word-dog

Elaine Kicknosway, Elder  Swampy Cree
“ When dogs are puppies they come into the world with sacredness. The natural law of feeling is already there inside each puppy.”

Captain George Leonard,  Anishinaabeg, Manitoba  Founder, Courageous Companions“�Stinky�was�one�of�our�first�service�dogs�trained to be a companion for the military soldiers . . . She was a good friend, a good companion, and she even�saved�some�lives�in�her�work.”

Lee Maracle, Elder  Stó:lō
“�Love�your�pet�and�include your pet in your family. Dogs are warm and�attentive�when�they�are�loved.”

Thomas�Louttit,�Elder Moose Cree
“ If you’re nice to [dogs], if you talk to them, they’ll treat you good as well. They will work hard to help you�because�you�have�shown�kindness, treated them with respect and taken care of them.”

WINTER/Elder dog

SPRIN
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/Puppy

SUMMER/Teenage dog
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Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our StoriesPath of Life
Medicine wheels are used to teach young ones and all people how to live in a good way. This medicine wheel teaches us about the seasons of the year. It also teaches us about the Seasons of Life—baby and child, teenager, adult, and Elder. Dogs can live good long lives, and each direction is about a time in a dog’s life.

© IFAW Northern Dogs Project
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Stanford Owl tells us about his job.Hi, I am Stanford Owl. I am the Animal Control Officer for 

Sagamok First Nation. Sometimes I help people with their cats 

and dogs. During my day on the job, I start by patrolling the 

community. I drive around the whole reserve in my truck and 

check to see if everything is OK with the dogs. Sometimes I get 

called by people to help with their pets. I have space at my house 

to take care of dogs who are causing problems or those who are no 

longer wanted by a family. Some kids do come up to me and ask 

me if I have their dog and they describe the dog. Sometimes it is 

funny to hear them say: “You know he has these funny ears and his 

head is tilted this way.” Sometimes I know where their dog is, but it 

is not my job to look for dogs, only to let them know if I happen to 

see the dog. I tell them this. I think dogs need to be taken care of. Being on a tie all the time is 

not good for the animal. It is like being in jail and it is not fair to 

that dog. Dogs like that will bark a lot, even in the night. If a dog is 

tied up in your yard, he needs exercise and play so he does not get 

bored. 

My job is not like most jobs. It is 24 hours a day and 7 days a week 

as I work “on-call,” which means people can call me day or night. I 

will go help out or try to find a way to solve the dog problems.  
My job is important for my community.

Stanford Owl  
Ojibwe

Stanford Owl

Lee Maracle,  
Elder, Stó:lōLiving in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories © IFAW Northern Dogs Project
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Captain George Leonard tells you how to approach a dog you don’t know.

Don’t interact with a dog you don’t know, and if you are going to interact with a dog, make sure you get the OK and directions from the dog’s owner. If he is not your dog, don’t pat him. The dog may be 
ill, tired, or too excited to be approached by someone the dog does not know. 

I have seen a kid get in the face of a dog and get bit. Sometimes children stick their hands on top of the dog’s head and that can be taken as a threat by a dog. If the dog has been harmed or hit before, 
they become hand shy. They can be afraid of all people, and they will 
bite the child. 

To greet a dog you do not know, stand straight and ignore the dog. Don’t go to the dog—let him come to you. Then, hold out a fist, and 
then open your hand and let the dog smell your hand. Kids need to stop rushing at a dog. When a dog is unstable or sick, he may react in a negative way towards the kid. It is better to let the 

dog come to you and then slowly address that dog. If you are scared, 
the dog can sense that, so be brave and don’t show your fear. Some dogs are unfriendly because they have not been shown enough love 
or a person has harmed them. These dogs may react with aggression 
towards a child. The child could get hurt.

Captain George Leonard  Anishinaabeg, Manitoba

2
Captain George Leonard

Lee Maracle,  Elder, Stó:lō

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories 
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Elaine Kicknosway  Elder, Swampy Cree

Elaine tells us about the dogs and the natural laws for humans. 

In the beginning of time, we were given our first instructions as 

humans. We were shown the natural laws of how we were to be 

with other beings: the four leggeds, the swimmers, the wingeds, 

the crawlers, the children, the Elders, our family and our friends. 

Each spring, the Creator showed us how to live in a good way 

with others. 
Spring is the time when the trees start talking and giving life.  

The Sugar Maple tree teaches us how to be good with others. 

We get water from the sugar maple tree in the spring. It is called 

maple syrup. It reminds the people: don’t forget our natural life 

with our relations. It reminds us about the good life and our 

place with animals. We are to be sweet with all of our relations, 

including dogs.
The natural laws teach us that dogs have always been wanted by 

us. They have never forgotten their place and their instructions in 

the natural laws. They have stayed sweet with us. They have stayed 

loyal to us. Dogs are our gifts and some people have forgotten 

this. They have become hard with dogs, not sweet. They make fun 

of dogs, or bully dogs. Because the humans have forgotten the 

sweetness of life and the sweetness of our original relations with 

dogs, they can be hurtful to dogs and so dogs will be unsafe  

with us. 
When dogs are puppies they come into the world with sacredness. 

The natural law of feeling is already there inside each puppy. They 

know about the sweetness of life. We, as people, need to also 

remember the sweetness of life and treat all of our relations in a 

good way. If we remember the maple trees and what they teach us 

each spring, we will live in a good way with dogs again.

Elaine Kicknosway

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories 
© IFAW Northern Dogs Project

fo
ld

Lee Maracle  

Elder, Stó:lō

Lee Maracle

Grandmother Lee Maracle talks about getting ready to take care 

of your own dog. 

My granddaughter wanted a dog and before I got her the dog, she 

had to show me that she was ready to take care of her dog. First, 

she had to do some research about the dog for a whole year. Every 

Friday, I would ask her questions about that research and if she did 

not do any of it, I knew that she was not ready for an animal just yet. 

She also had to show me she was ready to do the daily work that 

taking care of a puppy requires. She had to do a regular chore and 

manage that on her own time without supervision and without fail. 

It did not matter what the chore was, just that it got done every day. 

In her case, she chose to sweep the deck and she never forgot to 

sweep it. She had to show us that she could be responsible enough 

to take care of a dog by doing that chore each day. If a child can do a 

daily chore and research about dogs, the child is most likely ready to 

take care of the dog with a parent’s help. 

There are things that the kids can do and there are things that 

they cannot do on their own. An adult will notice when the dog is 

sick. When we get a pet for the child, we also have a responsibility 

towards the pet, such as keeping her safe, giving her shelter and 

food, providing water and health care. We as parents have to look 

out for the animal. The normal day-to-day stuff can be done by the 

child, such as giving the dog some food and water, playing with the 

dog, taking her for a walk, and scooping her poop, but us parents 

need to help them be good to the puppy.

2

Student Activity Book Instructor Guide
Elder/Role Model 

Story Cards
Posters

A Dogs Life: From Puppy to Elder Dog

This unit is focused on learning about the seasons of 
a dog’s life . It explains how we can take care of and 
appreciate dogs during each time in their lives . It tells us 
how to treat our dogs well so they can live good long lives . 

The activities in this unit can be used to meet learning 
objectives in:

• English Language Arts, particularly speaking and 
listening comprehension

• Social Studies

• Science

• Technology

• SEL—social and emotional learning

Reflecting on the following questions may help prepare you 
personally and professionally for teaching this unit:

• Do you know a dog well?

• Do you live with a dog?

• What values have you learned about treating animals 
well or not well?

• Do you think the physical wellbeing of the dogs in the 
community you teach in is respected?

• Have you known and cared for dogs during each time, or 
season, in their lives?

• Have you known and cared for dogs during each time, or 
season, of the year?

• What resources can you access in the community 
in which you teach to support Native Language 
development as you work with your students?

• How can you incorporate local knowledge into this unit?

Download online at: www .ifaw .org/living-in-a-good-way-with-dogs

Introduction
Working Dogs—Traditional and Today is part of a 
program about dogs and First Nations. It is about how 
the First Peoples of North America have lived with dogs 
for a long time. You will meet Elders and others who 
share their stories about dogs and about caring for 
dogs. All of these people love and respect dogs and 
so they have shared their ideas about dogs with you. 
All are First Nations (Stó:lō, Moose Cree, Anishinaabe). 
We are proud to have them share about our peoples 
and our good ways with dogs. We hope that you will 
see that we, as First Nations, have had great respect 
for all living things, including dogs. We hope that our 
communities can treat dogs well because we know 
that each of us can learn to have a good life with the 
dogs we meet and have in our families.

This unit is focused on learning about the important 
role working dogs have played in First Nations 
communities and families both in the past and today. 
It explains how dogs have always been part of the life 
of First Nations people and how our relationship with 
dogs is changing. It tells us how to care for and respect 
our working dogs.

The activities in this unit can be used to meet learning 
objectives in: 

•	 English Language Arts, particularly speaking and 
listening comprehension

•	 Social Studies 

•	 Technology

•	 SEL—social and emotional learning

Working Dogs—Traditional and Today
Instructor Guide Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

First Nations People always treated their 
working dogs well. If you treat your dog 

with respect he will respect you and he will 
be ready to care for you, protect you, and have 
fun with you.

DogsDogsWorking

Today

Traditional                                  and

Before You Begin
Organize Materials

•	 Print out the Working 
Dogs–Traditional and 
Today Activity Books.

•	 Display the “Working Dogs—Traditional 
and Today” poster.

•	 Prepare to provide the Elder and role model stories.

•	 You may play audio recordings for students to 
listen to using QR codes or links found in this 
Instructor Guide and the Activity Book. 

•	 The story “Thomas and His Sled Dogs” is 
available as an audio recording. For the other 
stories, you may instead choose to read from 
the Elder/Role Model Story Cards for Lee 
Maracle card 3 and Captain George Leonard 
card 3 found here: www.ifaw.org/living-with-
dogs-elder-cards.

•	 Choose the activities that you want to share and 
gather any necessary supplies. 

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories
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Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

First Nations People always treated their 
working dogs well. If you treat your dog 

with respect he will respect you and he will 
be ready to care for you, protect you, and have 
fun with you.

DogsDogsWorking

Today
Traditional
                                  and

Working Dogs—Traditional and Today

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our StoriesTraditionally . . .

Tracker dogs find people who are hurt or lost.

First Nations people always treated their working dogs well. 
If you treat your dog with respect 
he will respect you and he will be 
ready to care for you, protect you, 
and have fun with you.

Dogs help us hunt.

Service dogs do jobs for people who have 
special needs.

© IFAW Northern Dogs Project

Dogs pulled our sleds.

Dogs helped us hunt.

Dogs helped us carry loads.

Today . . .

© A. Tucker
© L. Mercer

Student Activity Book
Elder/Role Model 

Story Cards
Poster

Instructor Guide

Working Dogs—Traditional and Today

This unit is focused on learning about the important role 
working dogs have played in First Nations communities 
and families both in the past and today . It tells us how to 
care for and respect our working dogs . 

The activities in this unit can be used to meet learning 
objectives in:

• English Language Arts, particularly speaking and listening 
comprehension

• Social Studies

•  Technology

• SEL—social and emotional learning

Reflecting on the following questions may help prepare 
you personally and professionally for teaching this unit:

• What are your relations with dogs? 

• What values have you learned about treating dogs 
well or not well?

• How are the relations with dogs in the community 
you live or teach in? 

• How can you incorporate local knowledge into 
this unit?

Lee Maracle,  
Elder, Stó:lōLiving in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories © IFAW Northern Dogs Project
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Captain George Leonard tells us about a wise service dog  named Stinky. 

Stinky was one of our first service dogs trained to be a companion for the military soldiers. Her original name was Nikky but she had an unfortunate run-in with two skunks and a pile of manure, so her 
name was changed to Stinky. It took us a week to get her clean and a 
month for the stink to go away. 
Stinky was in our loaner program. What that means is that when a war veteran was back from the war and having a hard time in life, maybe the soldier would need to have a service dog for up to six months to help him feel better. Perhaps the soldier was home from seeing hard things overseas in the war and we would loan Stinky to 

the veteran so that he could regain focus and balance in life. Many veteran soldiers told us stories of how Stinky had helped them 
out and kept them feeling better. War is hard on soldiers as they may 
come back sad or angry from what they have seen. They may have been away from their families for a long time. They may not have someone to talk to about what they went through. The loaner dog gives them someone to take care of, to talk to and to be loved by. This is what Stinky was trained to do. She was trained to be there for 

soldiers who needed to heal from war. 
Stinky was there for many soldiers who had seen too much in war. She was a good friend, a good companion, and she even saved some 
lives in her work. She had a lot of love to give. She was trained to stop actions that could hurt people. She was trained in how to calm 
people down. She was trained to do certain behaviours until she got someone’s full attention. She was honoured by the Purina Hall of Fame in 2011 for saving six lives. She was a dog who had much wisdom. She could sense when someone was sad or when someone 

was not able to talk to other people. She was wise and knew how to 
help others. Captain George Leonard  Anishinaabeg, Manitoba

3
Captain George Leonard

Lee Maracle,  

Elder, Stó:lō

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories 
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Lee Maracle
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Grandmother Lee Maracle tells us about how our relation with 

dogs is changing. 

We used to have dogs when I was a child, but we had a different kind 

of relation with them than most of our dogs have today. Today a 

dog is a pet. Many First Nations languages such as Cree and Ojibwe 

have no word for pet and the closest word in their languages is family 

member.

Most First Nations, we did not have pets, so we are still figuring out 

how to treat a dog who does not work for us and is a pet. Later, I will 

tell you about the Salish dogs we had when I was a child but now I 

have a dog who is a pet. 

Pets need food, water, supplies like a bed, a leash and a harness and 

most importantly, some health care. Those are modern things and 

they are not part of our living vocabulary. We are still living in an 

oral tradition, so what we know is what is spoken about. Because 

the word pet is not in our languages, we must figure out this new 

relationship. I am a smart person and quite knowledgeable, but on 

the issue of pet care, I found that I was completely clueless. I had to 

go look on the Internet to find what to do with a pet when I got my 

granddaughter her pet dog. I learned that you have to train them, 

talk to them, walk them at least twice a day, play with them, keep 

their nails short, brush their coat, give them baths and so on. I know 

a lot about dogs now because we’ve had a pet for eleven years. Our 

relations with dogs are changing and we need to learn new things in 

order to live well with them as pets. 

Lee Maracle  

Elder, Stó:lō

Lee Maracle

1

http://www.ifaw.org/living-in-a-good-way-with-dogs
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Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories is about 
dogs and First Nations  It explains how dogs have 
always been part of the life of First Nations People 
and how our relationship with dogs is changing  You 
will meet Elders and others who share their stories 
about dogs and about caring for dogs  All of these 
people love and respect dogs and so they have shared 
their ideas about dogs with you  All are First Nations 
(Ojibwe, Mi’gmaq, Stó:lō, Moose Cree, Swampy Cree, 
Anishinaabe)  We are proud to have them share about 
our peoples and our good ways with dogs  We hope 
that our communities can treat dogs well because we 
know that each of us can learn to have a good life with 
the dogs we meet and have in our families 

While each of the six thematic units has a different 
focus, all units explain how dogs have always been 
part of the life of First Nations People and how our 
relationship with dogs is changing  It tells how our 
feelings for dogs are important and how we can live 
with them safely and respectfully  

Throughout the program, teachers and students will 
find:

• Images of dogs in diverse First Nations traditions
• Teachings from Elders—both traditional and 

personal stories
• Role models who 

interact with dogs 
in a good way and 
share the knowledge 
they impart, as well 
as information about 
what they do with 
dogs and career 
information

• First Nations Arts 
examples that connect 
with the theme of 
“dog”

• History of our relations with dogs and their 
evolution

• Connections to issues that impact the wellbeing 
of dogs in some communities; for example, fear 
of dogs

• Stories and content 
about how to take 
care of dogs in good 
ways

• Fun activities such as 
puzzles and illustrated 
stories

• Opportunities for 
experiential learning, 
as well as different 
kinds of thinking: 
creative, critical and 
fact-based

• Activities suitable to teaching First Nations 
students based on the pedagogy of Culturally 
Responsive Aboriginal Education writings and 
theory

• Diverse voices 

Medicine Wheels

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories has been 
structured using relevant medicine wheel teachings  
Though not all First Nations use medicine wheels 
traditionally, many do  These old teachings are 
relevant today and are frameworks that provide 
structure to the scaffolding of the knowledge gained 
through this program  

Instructional Content
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Medicine wheels are circles that have four shapes 
that go out from the center  Many First Nations have 
made medicine wheels for thousands of years  Some 
medicine wheels are made from stones in fields that 
are very old and still exist today  

There are many different medicine wheels that help 
teach us important ideas  Medicine is a word that 
means anything that is good for us, so this is why the 
wheels are about how to live in a good way  

The medicine wheel has four lines going out from the 
center and each section is for a direction: 

• In the east, the sun rises each day  

• In the south, it is warmer  

• In the west, the sun sets 

• In the north, the winters are long 

Balance of Self Medicine Wheel:  
Spirit, Emotion, Physical, Intellect

This teaching was originally 
given to Marg Boyle by 
Grandmother Janice Longboat 
of Six Nations  It is used widely 
in the fields of indigenous 
education and therapy  Basically, 
we know that in order for a being to 
be truly healthy they must be in balance  The wheel 
is a circle that contains what we need to lead a good 
life  It is a core teaching for many First Nations and we 
know it is important that children learn through all 
directions  

Children need to be in balance in order to live well 
and take responsibility in a good way for others  All 
beings are equal to human and thus they also need 
this balance 

The Path of Life Medicine Wheel: Spring, Summer, 
Autumn, Winter

This medicine wheel was introduced to Marg by Métis 
artist Graham Thompson during a collaborative project 
done in the school system  Okanagan writer and 
educator, Jeanette Armstrong, also uses this wheel as 
a pedagogical framework for teaching about life  York 
DSB has used a similar eight-direction wheel for their 
curriculum development based on Ojibwe knowledge  

• Spring is the time of the baby and the toddler—
Time of Nurturing—Time of Dependence on others 

• Summer is the time of adolescence—Time of 
Vision—Time of Questioning, Exploration and 

finding the Path of Life 

• Fall/Autumn is the time of adulthood—Time of the 
Path—Time of using one’s gifts to do good for self, 
family, community and the natural world as an adult  
It is the time to raise children, be good aunties and 
uncles, to keep one’s family well in a good way 

• Winter is the time of the 
Elder—time to share one’s 

knowledge, to prepare for death, 
to watch over the children and 
ensure they are learning what 
they need to keep themselves, 

their families, their nations and 
the natural world well when they 

become adults 

We have related our instruction to both aspects of this 
wheel—the actual seasons and the times of life  For 
example, in some units, we place some emphasis on 
the life cycle of dogs, dogs in different seasons, and 
dogs that have worked with humans traditionally 

The Elements of Life—Physical Needs Medicine 
Wheel: Water, Fire (Sun), Earth, Air 

We use this medicine wheel teaching to frame, in a 
culturally authentic way, the discussions about what 
dogs need to be physically healthy  They need all of 
these four directions, as do humans, to live in a good 
way  

The Seven Grandfather Teachings of the 
Anishinaabeg

The seven grandfather teachings of the Anishinaabeg 
also flow through the program: Respect, Love, 
Courage, Honesty, Humility, Wisdom and Truth  This is 
another frame that many educators have used  It is a 
traditional teaching that comes from the Ojibwe  It has 
been used by many educators working in indigenous 
education  

Instructional Content continued...
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Program  Components 

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

NORTH/Thinking

EA
ST/Spirit

SOUTH/Feelings

W
ES

T/
P

hy
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al

Each direction on this medicine wheel has a big idea that goes with it. In 
the north, the big idea is thinking. You will learn how you can tell what 
dogs are thinking about. You will learn how to see their ways of speaking 

to people using their voices, tails, paws, eyes and bodies. This medicine 
wheel will help you remember how people and dogs can live well together.

DogsDogs
Living

with

Community
in Our 

Student Activity Books include 
QR codes and links to audio 
recordings of Elder/Role 
Model stories and information; 
activities that encourage 
reflection on and response to 
the stories; fun puzzles and 
engaging visuals  

Here’s one possible approach 
to teaching this program using 
all the components .

All My Relations
Draw a dog where he fits in the circle of life. 
Draw other beings where they fit in the 
circle of life. 

Elaine Kicknosway tells us about the dogs 
and the natural laws for humans. She tells 
us to remember the sweetness of life and to 
treat all of our relations in a good way. 

“We are to be sweet with all of our relations, 
including dogs.” —Elaine Kicknosway

Four 
Leggeds

Wingeds
Two

Leggeds

Swimmers Crawlers

Use this QR code to listen to the story by  
Elaine Kicknosway. Or go to the link to listen  
to the story.

Treating All of Our Relations  
in a  Good Way

Kwey Elaine Kicknosway  
Elaine Kicknosway is from the Wolf 
Clan, Swampy Cree. She comes 
from Northern Saskatchewan. She 
is a member of Peter Ballantyne 
Cree Nation. She is a singer, a 
woman’s traditional dancer and  
a participant in ceremonies.

www.ifaw.org/kicknosway
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QR codes and links for the Elder/Role Model stories and 
information appear in the Student Activity Books and the 
Instructor Guides 

Review Instructor Guides

Distribute Student 
Activity Books

Listen to Audio 
Recordings of Elder/
Role Model Stories

Elder/Role Model Story Cards are intended 
to be used as read-alongs with the audio 
recordings or when playing audio is not 
practical  Students can focus on a picture of 
the Elder or Role Model on one side of the 
card while the teacher reads the story or 
information on the back of the card 

Lee Maracle,  
Elder, Stó:lō

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories © IFAW Northern Dogs Project
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Grandmother Lee Maracle tells us about how our relation with 
dogs is changing. 
We used to have dogs when I was a child, but we had a different kind 
of relation with them than most of our dogs have today. Today a 
dog is a pet. Many First Nations languages such as Cree and Ojibwe 
have no word for pet and the closest word in their languages is family 
member.

Most First Nations, we did not have pets, so we are still figuring out 
how to treat a dog who does not work for us and is a pet. Later, I will 
tell you about the Salish dogs we had when I was a child but now I 
have a dog who is a pet. 

Pets need food, water, supplies like a bed, a leash and a harness and 
most importantly, some health care. Those are modern things and 
they are not part of our living vocabulary. We are still living in an 
oral tradition, so what we know is what is spoken about. Because 
the word pet is not in our languages, we must figure out this new 
relationship. I am a smart person and quite knowledgeable, but on 
the issue of pet care, I found that I was completely clueless. I had to 
go look on the Internet to find what to do with a pet when I got my 
granddaughter her pet dog. I learned that you have to train them, 
talk to them, walk them at least twice a day, play with them, keep 
their nails short, brush their coat, give them baths and so on. I know 
a lot about dogs now because we’ve had a pet for eleven years. Our 
relations with dogs are changing and we need to learn new things in 
order to live well with them as pets. 

Lee Maracle  
Elder, Stó:lō

Lee Maracle 1

Read Along with Elder  
& Role Model Cards

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories © IFAW Northern Dogs Project
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Stanford Owl tells us about his job.

Hi, I am Stanford Owl. I am the Animal Control Officer for 
Sagamok First Nation. Sometimes I help people with their cats 
and dogs. During my day on the job, I start by patrolling the 
community. I drive around the whole reserve in my truck and 
check to see if everything is OK with the dogs. Sometimes I get 
called by people to help with their pets. I have space at my house 
to take care of dogs who are causing problems or those who are no 
longer wanted by a family. Some kids do come up to me and ask 
me if I have their dog and they describe the dog. Sometimes it is 
funny to hear them say: “You know he has these funny ears and his 
head is tilted this way.” Sometimes I know where their dog is, but it 
is not my job to look for dogs, only to let them know if I happen to 
see the dog. I tell them this. 

I think dogs need to be taken care of. Being on a tie all the time is 
not good for the animal. It is like being in jail and it is not fair to 
that dog. Dogs like that will bark a lot, even in the night. If a dog is 
tied up in your yard, he needs exercise and play so he does not get 
bored. 

My job is not like most jobs. It is 24 hours a day and 7 days a week 
as I work “on-call,” which means people can call me day or night. I 
will go help out or try to find a way to solve the dog problems.  

My job is important for my community.

Stanford Owl  
Ojibwe

Stanford Owl

OR

AND/OR

Posters provide 
students with a 
visual reference for 
important concepts 
in each unit 

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

Dog, Puppy, and Wolf  
in Different First Nations Languages

D
og

W
ol

f

Mohawk è:rhar

Tagish (Tlingit) tlı̨̄ 

Haisla w̓ac̓ 

Dene łį 

Mi’kaw l’mu’j

Anishinaabemowin –  
Algonquin and Ojibwe animosh 

Kanien’kéha (Mohawk) é:rhar owí:ra

Mi’gmaw lmu’ji’j 

Cree oskascimos - ᐅᐢᑲᐢᒋᒧᐢ N 

Tsaaʔ Dane- 
Beaver People tsitsweah 

Moose cree atim 

Algonquin Oshkasim

Pu
pp

y

Algonquin mahingan 

Woods Cree mahihkan 

Dakelh (Southern Carrier) yus 

Huron-Wendat yänariskwa’

How do you say dog, puppy, and wolf in your language? 
Find out by asking someone who can teach you the 
words or use the QR code to hear them.

© IFAW Northern Dogs Project

www.ifaw.org/
word-puppy

www.ifaw.org/
word-wolf

www.ifaw.org/
word-dog

Display 
Posters

NORTH/Thinking
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Willy Bruce, Elder 
Ojibwe, Mi’gmaq, Scottish

“ Dogs are loyal and don’t 
ask for much except to 
be well treated. Your dog 
turns back to you always 
and anything positive you 
give to the dog is returned 
tenfold from that dog.”

Lee Maracle, Elder
Stó:lō

“ Our relations with dogs are changing, and we need 
to learn new things in order to live well  
with them as pets.”

Elaine Kicknosway, Elder
Swampy Cree

“ We are to be sweet 
with all of our relations, 
including dogs.”

Sky Commanda
Ojibwe

“ Dogs are kind of like people—
if you respect them, they will 
respect you.”

© IFAW Northern Dogs Project
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Balance of Self
Medicine wheels are used to teach young ones and all 
people how to live in a good way. Each direction 
on this medicine wheel has a big idea that 
goes with it: spirit, feelings, physical, 
and thinking. This medicine wheel 
can help us remember how 
people and dogs can live well  
together.

Elaine Kicknosway, Elder  
Swampy Cree

“ When dogs are puppies 
they come into the 
world with sacredness. 
The natural law of 
feeling is already there 
inside each puppy.”

Captain George Leonard,  
Anishinaabeg, Manitoba  
Founder, Courageous Companions
“�Stinky�was�one�of�our�first�service�dogs�
trained to be a companion for the 
military soldiers . . . She was a good 
friend, a good companion, and she 
even�saved�some�lives�in�her�work.”

Lee Maracle, Elder  
Stó:lō
“�Love�your�pet�and�
include your pet in your 
family. Dogs are warm 
and�attentive�when�
they�are�loved.”

Thomas�Louttit,�Elder 
Moose Cree

“ If you’re nice to [dogs], if you talk 
to them, they’ll treat you good as 
well. They will work hard to help 
you�because�you�have�shown�
kindness, treated them with 
respect and taken care of them.”WINTER/Elder dog

SPRIN
G

/Puppy

SUMMER/Teenage dog

AU
TU

M
N

/A
du

lt 
do

g

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

Path of Life
Medicine wheels are used to teach young ones 
and all people how to live in a good way. 
This medicine wheel teaches us about 
the seasons of the year. It also teaches 
us about the Seasons of Life—baby 
and child, teenager, adult, and 
Elder. Dogs can live good long 
lives, and each direction is 
about a time in a dog’s life.

© IFAW Northern Dogs Project
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 Safe to approach

 Not safe to approach

What Are Our Dogs Saying?

© IFAW Northern Dogs Project

Dogs say things with their 
tail, body, eyes, ears, fur, 
mouth, and the noises 
they make.

Let’s play!

Let’s play!

Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

I am 
happy!

Stop!  
Don’t come 
near me.

I’m  
nervous.

Working Dogs—Traditional and Today
Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories

Traditionally . . .

Tracker dogs 
find people 
who are hurt 
or lost.

First Nations people always 
treated their working dogs well. 
If you treat your dog with respect 
he will respect you and he will be 
ready to care for you, protect you, 
and have fun with you.

Dogs help 
us hunt.

Service dogs do jobs for people who have 
special needs.

© IFAW Northern Dogs Project

Dogs pulled 
our sleds.

Dogs helped us hunt.

Dogs helped 
us carry loads.

Today . . .

© A. Tucker © L. Mercer
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Willy Bruce  
Elder, Ojibwe, Mi´gmaq, 

Scottish

“How the Wolf Clan Came to Be” 

The original human spirit, Wanabojo who is also called Nanabush, 
Nenabuyo and Nenabozho was asked to go around the world by the 
Creator. This human spirit was to travel with Mahingan (the wolf). 
The wolf and the human spirit were sent on a very long trip so that 
they could name everything. The Creator knew it was important for 
some of the spirits that he had created to see and to understand all 
that he had made in all its richness and purity. He chose the human 
and the wolf to go on this trip. 

The original human and the first wolf were always with each other. 
They never left each other on that long journey to name everything 
in the world. When they were finished with their tour of Creation, 
the Creator instructed them to be separate and to each go on their 
way alone. 

Although they were now apart and not with each other, they had 
formed so close a bond that what happened to one also happened to 
the other. This is how the Wolf Clan got created. 

When you look at the wolf and the human, we both find a partner 
for life. We both got pushed off our lands many times. We both had 
to find new places to live, as our land got crowded. We both faced 
those hard times, but we both found ways to get better and come 
back to our former strengths once again. 

The Wolf Clan lives like the wolves do; they live in community and 
in clan groups. Dogs also like to live this way. Dogs like to live in 
family clans, and when a dog comes to live with us, he gives up 
so much of his freedom to be our helper. He doesn’t ask much in 
return. He asks to be fed and looked after in a good way. This is how 
we are connected to wolves and also to dogs.

Willy Bruce

Lee Maracle,  
Elder, Stó:lō
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Elaine Kicknosway  
Elder, Swampy Cree

Elaine tells us about the dogs and the natural laws for humans. 

In the beginning of time, we were given our first instructions as 
humans. We were shown the natural laws of how we were to be 
with other beings: the four leggeds, the swimmers, the wingeds, 
the crawlers, the children, the Elders, our family and our friends. 
Each spring, the Creator showed us how to live in a good way 
with others. 

Spring is the time when the trees start talking and giving life.  
The Sugar Maple tree teaches us how to be good with others. 
We get water from the sugar maple tree in the spring. It is called 
maple syrup. It reminds the people: don’t forget our natural life 
with our relations. It reminds us about the good life and our 
place with animals. We are to be sweet with all of our relations, 
including dogs.

The natural laws teach us that dogs have always been wanted by 
us. They have never forgotten their place and their instructions in 
the natural laws. They have stayed sweet with us. They have stayed 
loyal to us. Dogs are our gifts and some people have forgotten 
this. They have become hard with dogs, not sweet. They make fun 
of dogs, or bully dogs. Because the humans have forgotten the 
sweetness of life and the sweetness of our original relations with 
dogs, they can be hurtful to dogs and so dogs will be unsafe  
with us. 

When dogs are puppies they come into the world with sacredness. 
The natural law of feeling is already there inside each puppy. They 
know about the sweetness of life. We, as people, need to also 
remember the sweetness of life and treat all of our relations in a 
good way. If we remember the maple trees and what they teach us 
each spring, we will live in a good way with dogs again.

Elaine Kicknosway
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This story was told to Captain George Leonard by an Elder.

“Why Dogs Are Now Our Friends and Family”
Creator looked down on us and he saw that man was having trouble 
to live well, so he gathered spirits of the moose, the deer, the elk and 
the caribou. He told them to become man’s food supply, his tools, 
his clothing, his transportation and his shelters. He told them to 
give man their help. So they went and helped the humans. 

He then called on the wolf. He said to him: “Now, you wolf will be 
my special one. You are going to be the one who speaks with man 
for me. You will keep the humans safe. You will watch out for the 
humans. You will be their helper.” 

The wolf said: “No! I don’t want anything to do with man! He is 
selfish and wants a lot.” The Creator listened to wolf and then he 
made the dog. He gave the dog to man to be his helper, to keep him 
safe and to watch out for the humans. Man started to work with the 
dog and he planted food and took care of the farm animals. Dog 
kept watch for rodents and robbers and kept the farm animals safe. 
The dog got his daily meals, got to stay warm indoors, was loved 
and well treated by the humans. 

As wolf looked on, he saw that dog was living well and he wanted 
to have that too. He went to the Creator and he said: “Creator, I had 
time to think and I would now like to be your special one for the 
man. I’d like to watch out for him, be at his side and talk to him for 
you. I will keep him safe. Will you let me do this special job?”

Creator said: “Màhingan, it is now too late! I have given that job 
to the dog. I asked you to be my special one, but you did not want 
to be with the humans. So I made another spirit for him, the dog. 
Because of that, you will now howl at the moon at night while you 
think about the lost chance you had to be with the man. You will 
wander about in packs but you will not be with the people.” 

That is how the dog became our friend and family; he was given to 
us by the Creator.

Captain George Leonard  
Anishinaabeg, Manitoba
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Share Your Voice!
We want to know what you and 
your students think about this 
program  We would be grateful for 
your insights and feedback: 
ifaw.org/living-with-dogs-feedback

Download all materials online:  www.ifaw.org/living-in-a-good-way-with-dogs

Introduction
Living with Dogs in Our Community is part of a program 
about dogs and First Nations. It is about how the First 
Peoples of North America have lived with dogs for a 
long time. You will meet Elders and others who share 
their stories about dogs and about caring for dogs. 
All of these people love and respect dogs and so they 
have shared their ideas about dogs with you. All are 
First Nations (Stó:lō, Ojibwe, Anishinaabe). We are proud 
to have them share about our peoples and our good 
ways with dogs. We hope that you will see that we, as 
First Nations, have had great respect for all living things, 
including dogs. We hope that our communities can 
treat dogs well because we know that each of us can 
learn to have a good life with the dogs we meet and 
have in our families.

This unit is focused on learning about how to 
understand what a dog is saying with his whole body. It 
explains how dogs have always been part of the life of 
First Nations people and how we live with them in our 
community today. It tells us how to care for our dogs so 
that we can live with them safely and respectfully.

The activities in this unit can be used to meet learning 
objectives in:

• English Language Arts, particularly speaking and 
listening comprehension

• Social Studies 

• SEL—social and emotional learning

Living with Dogs in Our Community
Instructor Guide Living in a Good Way with Dogs: Our Stories
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Each direction on this medicine wheel has a big idea that goes with it. In 

the north, the big idea is thinking. You will learn how you can tell what 

dogs are thinking about. You will learn how to see their ways of speaking 

to people using their voices, tails, paws, eyes and bodies. This medicine 

wheel will help you remember how people and dogs can live well together.

DogsDogs
Living

with

Community
in Our 

Before You Begin
Organize Materials

• Print out the Living with 
Dogs in Our Community 
Activity Books.

• Display the Balance of Self medicine 
wheel poster and What Are Our Dogs Saying? poster.

• Prepare to provide the Elder and role model stories. 

• You may play audio recordings for students to 
listen to using QR codes or links found in this 
Instructor Guide and the Activity Book. 

• Or you may read from the Elder/Role Model 
Story Cards for Lee Maracle cards 2 and 3, 
Stanford Owl, Captain George Leonard card 2 
found here: www.ifaw.org/living-with-dogs-
elder-cards.

• Prepare to play recordings of the sounds dogs 
make using the QR codes or links on pages 6–7 of 
this Instructor Guide or Activity Book page 3.

• Choose the activities that you want to share and 
gather any necessary supplies.
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Instructor Guides are available for 
each unit  Cross-curricular activities 
and discussion questions encourage 
students to actively engage with the 
lessons they learn from the Elder and 
Role Model stories  The Instructor Guides 
are an optional  tool for enhancing and 
extending the activities in the Student 
Activity Books 

http://www.ifaw.org/living-with-dogs-feedback
http://www.ifaw.org/living-in-a-good-way-with-dogs 

