f Fire response today:
DOQS, dens, Y our deployment to

and boxes: Los Angeles, California.
the creative ways IFAW" .

helped with Australia’s < -
wildlife rehabilitation:ses oo

- —

-----

Cristescu, Co-Founder and Director

of Detection Dogs for Conservation. International
Fund for
Animal Welfare

A view from my corner: Dr. Romane ifaw

Photo: Scott Anger / © IFAW



JIABN UOSA] @

Bear sniffing
the blackened
ground during
the black walk
through a
forest burnt

by the Swanfels
Fire.

Australia’s bushfires:
five years of recovery

The 2019-2020 bushfires devastated
a total of 17 million hectares (more
than 42 million acres) of land, turning
vast ecosystems into a wasteland
with millions of animals killed or
displaced from their homes.

In response, IFAW'’s Disaster
Response team deployed for more
than a month to support local
partners with on-the-ground rescue
and rehabilitation efforts for
impacted wildlife including wallabies,
flying foxes, birds, and kangaroos.
We also looked after the carers
themselves through our
Caring4Carers initiative.

In addition, we provided nearly half a
million dollars’ worth of supplies,
such as safety and rescue
equipment, veterinary supplies,
wildlife pellet food, towels, and other
crucial materials for rehabilitation
centers.

Together with our partner, Detection
Dogs for Conservation Centre at the
University of the Sunshine Coast, we
deployed Bear the koala detection
dog to search for koalas who were
trying to survive within the burned
woodland. Bear and his handler
found more than 100 injured, sick,
and dehydrated koalas between
November 2019 and April 2020. Not
only did Bear save lives, his efforts
helped researchers study the health
of koalas following a disaster, which
can be used to help in the recovery
of the population.

Watch the moment
two rescued koalas
were released back
into the wild.
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Wildlife is resilient, but teaming up
with several partners has helped
speed up recovery efforts.

With Bangalow Koalas, we planted
22,365 trees in the New South Wales
(NSW) Northern Rivers region,
creating 15.4 hectares (over 38 acres)
of habitat for koalas and other native
wildlife. After teaming up with the
Koala Clancy Foundation, more than
11,700 trees were planted along the
Moorabool River in Victoria. For the
first time in decades, koalas were
once again spotted in the area. While
koalas dwell in the trees, other
species prefer the coverage provided
by hollows and dens. We worked with
Habitat Innovation and Management
to install 125 Habitech nest boxes
along properties in NSW. In 2023 we
installed 20 of the groundbreaking
dual-chamber nest boxes, tailored to
support multiple species like birds
and microbats.

Together with Great Eastern Ranges,
we implemented a 15-month
recovery project for the NSW and
Queensland areas restoring and
planting more than 23,000 plants
and 2,000 native grasses and trees,
improving 228,137 hectares (563,738
acres) of land. And it wasn't just us
doing the planting. Community
members and families participated in
hundreds of tree-planting days and
attended seminars on species
identification and habitat
maintenance. Allowing people to be
part of the solution helps foster an
appreciation for nature and wildlife,
an important tool in the long-term
recovery efforts following any
disaster.

E See the transformation
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A young girl holds a tree sapling that’s ready to be planted during
the Bangalow Koalas tree planting event.

With the help of our partners, IFAW installed over 150 emergency water stations for

wildlife. 24 native species, including kangaroos, possums, wombats, and birds visited the
stations providing desperate animals with much-needed hydration.
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IFAW’s Céline Sissler-Bienvenu carefully checks a rescued tortoise
for infections and specific wounds from the wildfires in Greece in

August 2023.

Wildfires in Greece

In the summer of 2023 wildfires
blazed throughout Greece for two
weeks without relief until
temperatures finally cooled, allowing
firefighters to get the fires under
control.

IFAW sent immediate aid to a non-
profit called ANIMA to assist
domestic pets such as cats and dogs,
as well as local wildlife including
tortoises, vultures, and lesser
kestrels. In July alone, ANIMA
received over 1,700 animals,
averaging around 70 animals per day.

The support from IFAW allowed
ANIMA'’s teams to purchase vital
medicine and food and helped fund

the hidden costs of rescue, such as,
fuel needed for their rescue vehicles,
electricity, and telephone bills.

At the request of ANIMA, IFAW
deployed one responder to assist
with the rehabilitation of more than

400 tortoises the group had taken in.

Céline helped assess the health of
192 tortoises to determine which
ones were ready for release. In
September 2023, 148 tortoises
successfully returned to the wild.
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Aerial view of the town of Bonyoh, with Mount Agung in the
background.

Planning for volcanic eruptions

in Indonesia

Indonesia is home to approximately
127 active volcanoes. After the 2021
eruption of Mount Semeru in Java,
IFAW sent support to assist in the
rescue and care of more than 1,000
animals in need and discovered that
many families had evacuated without
their livestock or refused to evacuate
altogether. Living in remote areas
means many people rely on these
animals for their livelihoods, making
them a valuable asset for families.

Disaster Resilience Manager Jennifer
Gardner traveled to Bali the following
year to hold a training event with our
partner, Bali Animal Welfare

Association, that simulated the
volcanic eruption of nearby Mount
Agung. 250 members of the
community attended the disaster
training event that allowed residents
to practice mapping out evacuation
routes, first response techniques,
communication strategies, and even
loading and unloading cows and
goats from evacuation vehicles.

When the volcano erupted again in
2022, as a result of the education
received from our training, most
farmers chose to evacuate with their
livestock, saving both human and
animal lives.

Between 2023-2024, IFAW responded to 15 types of disasters, including many weather

related disasters caused by climate change such as wildfires, hurricanes, and cyclones.
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Penelope the cat is rescued by responders and reunited with her owner
in the aftermath of the devastating wildfires in Los Angeles.

Disaster response today

The Los Angeles fires burned over
23,000 acres of land which
displaced thousands of people and
their pets and caused an
immeasurable toll on local wildlife.
Although IFAW typically does not
respond in Southern California,
following the ASPCA’s request, we
sent a team of four responders to
meet animal search and rescue
needs in LA, searching door-to-door
for companion animals who had
become separated from their
owners. During every disaster
recovery our primary goal is to
reunite families.

Shannon Walajtys, our Director of
Disaster Response, served as
Planning Chief for the Animal

Incident Management team helping
the city formulate and carry out plans
for rescuing and caring for animals in
need, securing in-state resources,
and coordinating field teams for
assessments.

We also provided support for local
organizations assisting the affected
wildlife. Following treatment, many of
these animals were able to be
released back into the wild. Our
commitment remains with the
animals, people, and city of Los
Angeles itself through the long path
to recovery.

Watch this video
snippet from our
deploymentin
Los Angeles.
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IFAW supported the Tamandua Institute after wildfires broke out in

2021.

Wildfires are affecting nearly every
part of the world. In addition to our
response in Australia, Greece, and
Los Angeles, IFAW has also provided
support to partners in France, Brazil,
and Hawaii. As long as global
temperatures drastically change so
will the chance of fire-related
disasters.

Over time our disaster response team
has learned that building a
community’s resilience will save
more lives. Thanks to IFAW'’s
Academy of Rescue and
Conservation, established with the
generosity of The Suzanne McGraw
Foundation, Inc., we're able to reach
individuals, communities, and even
government entities across the globe
and help enhance their disaster
preparedness by including animals in
their disaster and recovery plans.

Earlier this year, the city of
Muntinlupa in the Philippines,
requested an Animals in Disasters
training session from IFAW. One of
our technical rescue instructors
traveled to Lake Taal to help with a
two-day training session, teaching
responder teams evacuation
techniques for animals and humans
in the event of a fire or flooding.

Since Australia’s wildfires, IFAW has
worked with NSW National Parks and
Wildlife Service and many other key
wildlife organizations and experts to
improve the capacity and
coordination of wildlife rescue
response. Our experts have trained
multiple wildlife rescue groups in
disaster preparedness and search
and rescue.

Governments and communities often rely on rescue organizations to respond in the wake

of disasters to rescue animals. IFAW is one of the few organizations that can offer support
in developing comprehensive plans to prepare for disasters.




Know how to
prepare your

petsfora
disaster?

What you should do
before a disaster:

P Microchip your pets and
register the information
with a national database.

P> Keep your pets up to date on
their vaccinations.

P> Prepare their pet disaster kit.

P> Use treats to help your
pets become comfortable
with their carriers.

P> Practice loading your pets
into their carriers.

> Create a calming music
playlist to use when
traveling with your pets.
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Know what to
packin your

pet disaster kit:

(O Petfood supply fora
minimum of 2 weeks

(O collar with ID

(O Medical records

(O Pet carrier

() Portable bowls

(O Leash & harness

(O Pet medication

(O A muzzle or labeled

jacket if your dog is
reactive



