
As we enter the 3rd year with Covid 19, finally things are 
slowly moving in the right direction.

We first ended 2021 with the adoption of the long awaited 
European Commission’s new rules severely restricting trade 
in ivory. While there is more work to be done to protect 
elephants, this was a great step after so many years of hard 
work and a success to celebrate for IFAW and all our 
supporters.

With the slow return of the sun, we look forward to more 
happening in 2022. A good omen has been the adoption of 
the European Parliament’s position on the Digital Services 
Act, which will introduce new transparency requirements for 
companies that will make the detection of illegal wildlife 
products and law enforcement easier. Iceland has also 
announced the historic end of whaling for 2024, after over 20 
years of campaigning by IFAW in the country.

Between the revision of the EU Wildlife Trafficking Action Plan 
and of the Environmental Crime Directive, this year has crucial 
topics on the EU agenda and we hope to celebrate more 
victories for animals and our planet.

To begin with, this month, IFAW released a new report on the 
global shark trade and the major role the EU plays in it. We 
are working hard to make sure that wish for our 
recommendations are heard and that strong international 
measures will be taken at international level during the CITES 
Conference of the Parties, planned at the end of the year.
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We hope the content of this new edition of our newsletter
interests you and as always, we remain available to discuss
any issues further with you.

Joep van Mierlo
Europe Regional Director

the shark numbers don’t lie—the EU needs to limit the trade 

Only 25% of the global shark trade is currently subject to
sustainable trade limits. Our latest report calls for countries,
including the EU, to sustainably manage sharks and accurately
track trade levels. Read the report.

three questions to… Hilde
Vautmans
We interviewed the MEP and Chair
of MEPs for Wildlife to discuss the
renewal of the Action Plan against
Wildlife Trafficking and the new
rules on ivory trade. Read
the interview.

Iceland signals the end of
whaling
Iceland has announced the end to

commercial whaling as quotas will

end in 2024. 1,500 whales have

been slaughtered since the country

had resumed whaling in 2003.

Watch the video.
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briefing on the revised EU
Action Plan against Wildlife
Trafficking
Adopted in 2016 by the European
Commission, the EU Action Plan
against Wildlife Trafficking is
currently up for renewal. IFAW has
several recommendations for the
revised version. Read the briefing.

why is the Digital Services Act
relevant for wildlife?
The Digital Services Act proposal,

amended by the European

Parliament, introduces new

transparency requirements for

companies that will make the

detection of illegal wildlife products

& law enforcement easier. Read

more here.

Follow us

https://click.ifawnews.org/?qs=09b1a7d961f6a2772af07c66516e7af8771d6bf8c8fbc0add3f5fc16fda2e73391814e1319ea0518fed60d75ac69903db086a10079c65903
https://click.ifawnews.org/?qs=09b1a7d961f6a27700a37ebbcfbfd25b0b307a9b39ad10361b3baa9cf51d8213d53e06c757d8db8373b2e20200521faa7e6991081992b0b3
https://click.ifawnews.org/?qs=09b1a7d961f6a277504edcbf9ace5a9cdff16728224aa1ad2a6479e8906460b30d65ef8135c146898fdf97471c0788907f0f21163e825cb8
https://click.ifawnews.org/?qs=09b1a7d961f6a27767aab40ba6f4562b0e28f7528621c6a1978a1467db9086ba1098cea8de25e3205d0e4e5912d0d164d0ec763cca3d0b39
https://click.ifawnews.org/?qs=09b1a7d961f6a27757c9c869cc6ad7284ca6441a34265979040afef12a81d4cdf5b6f1676795bdccb74598ff79270a75335806cd83c208a5
https://click.ifawnews.org/?qs=09b1a7d961f6a27780f5e243e176f9e992611b517f9aeb23027e7d9c5b30d3a37150f4eb8450d6ea90f94684af56c75ed1f662cfd4fd57ec
https://click.ifawnews.org/?qs=09b1a7d961f6a277a941262139d47b077f10e2c758e6aa9ee79bb30649483aa93ea5d10ad7a3d0e0fb08c62101c99255d38f277ce6d504a3
https://click.ifawnews.org/?qs=09b1a7d961f6a2772739c0cc4cf418421aaddfff2e17bd7a6502bebaa18ea29ae410a2699690e0d0c3a0a88a72e74b5220b514a4280429b5
https://click.ifawnews.org/?qs=09b1a7d961f6a2777cb24ad08905819b6e5ca550cae0c32a7a58b76766eee93e56127b8c75693d736cf5f73b486fcf8adc4591687259b5d7

